
Do you use Green 
Infrastructure?

Do Nothing!

Are you Aquaman?

It’s Da Bomb, Right?

So you hate clean 
water?

And attractive,
walkable places?

Probably kittens too, 
right?

And solving subsidence 
issues, saving millions of 

tax payer dollars?

Spread the Word!

Wait, What?

Really?

Why not?

Read the back!

Does it make sense?

Have you read the back?

Are you sitting 
down?

Have you crunched the 
numbers?

Including billions saved in 
reduced subsidence related 

damages?

Is the decimal in 
the right spot?

Too Expensive.

Wow...

I don’t believe you.

I’m afraid of 
change.

Take a deep breath.

Take a seat.

I wasn’t aware of it.

I’ve been training an
army of sea otters for

world domination.

DO YOU LIKE TO FLOOD?
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too much enters
        at one time

additional info

discharge amount is limited

detention

infiltration

filtration

The Problem
What should be happening: When it rains, the rainfall flows into the ground and becomes 
groundwater. Plants and trees absorb the water, where it will eventually evaporate, continuing 
the water cycle. 

What is happening: When land is developed, rooftops, concrete, and 
asphalt replace the natural plants and grasses. These surfaces are 
impervious, meaning they do not absorb or hold any water. 

The effects: When it rains, the rainwater flows over these 
surfaces and floods our yards and streets, or enters our storm 
drains. Major storms bring more rain than our drains can handle, 
leading to flooding. 

The Solution
Green Infrastructure:  Green Infrastructure is the use of plants and trees to manage rainwater 
and reduce flooding. By including plants and making rainwater flow to them, the negative 
effects of concrete and other impervious surfaces are balanced.  Green Infrastructure 
reduces flooding in our yards and streets, and helps filter out pollutants in three ways: 

louisianastormwater.org     bayoulandrcd.org     waterworksla.com

Detention:  Large planted areas can be used to detain or temporarily store 
rainwater, allowing water to be absorbed by plants and the soils rather than 
run directly into the storm drains.  This decreases flooding by preventing 
the drainage system from being overloaded with rainwater.

Infiltration: By allowing water to infiltrate or flow back into 
the soil, we are helping to balance the water table.  A 
balanced water table reduces the constant expanding 
and shrinking of our clay soils and shrinking of our rich 
organic soil, which in turn helps to stop the ground from 

sinking, a process called subsidence.

Filtration: Plants are a key aspect of Green Infrastructure because as 
rainwater flows through the plants, the roots absorb the dirty water and 
filter pollutants before they can reach the pipes and drains.  This means 

cleaner water would flow into our lakes and bayous, benefitting recreation 
and fishing.  


